Tongass National Forest Fish Passage Prioritization Approach
--Integrating the Biological Significance Index and Management
Recommendation Process at Various Scales--
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Biological significance?




Biological Significance Index

B.S.1 IS .....a measure of the
biological risk, or biological
significance, of not providing fish
passage remediation at a road
Crossing.
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Management Recommendation 1

Objective: Remediate to provide full passage for
aguatic organisms, subject to available funding
and prioritization within the MR1s.

— This differs from MR-2 in that proposed action
should be developed prior to the end of the
service life, recognizing the high priority need
to remediate MR1s.



Management Recommendation 2 & 3

Objective: accept the existing passage for the
service life of the structure. Achieve full passage
ultimately, at the end of service life; in the
meantime, avoid irreversible impacts to the
population.
 MR2a: No action is necessary to meet the objective
 MR2b: May require temporary action, before end of
service life, to achieve partial passage.
These MR may be used in instances where the
cost of full passage is high, and some temporary
loss of productivity can be tolerated while still
meeting the management objective.



Management Recommendation 4

Objective: Accept existing condition forever,

with mitigation.

— MRA4a — In situations without full blockage,
maintain or improve existing passage
conditions on-site when feasible and prudent.
If not feasible and prudent, use offsite
mitigation.

— MR4b — Accept full blockage and mitigate.
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