
Don Martin – Forest Service Alaska 
Region Fisheries Program Manager 



 







Mutual Interests:  …  the Forest Service and the 
Department’s Division of Habitat agree that 
maintaining an open dialog, sharing data, and 
working collaboratively during project 
development, implementation, and monitoring is 
essential for continued protection of the fish 
resources of the Tongass and Chugach National 
Forests.  
 
Purpose:   …provide a process for the Forest 
Service and the Department to cooperatively 
protect fish resources and habitat… 
 
 



Mutually agree to:   
 Respect the authorities and expertise of each agency to 

protect fish habitat and ensure fish passage. 
 Resolve disputes at the field level. 

 
The Department Shall: 
 
 Review concurrence request and notify the Forest Service 

within 7 days if additional information is needed. 
 Provide a written response of concurrence within 30 days of 

request. 
 Regularly participate in project construction and 

monitoring inspections.  Annually participate in Forest 
Service best management practices monitoring field visits.  
Participate in Forest Service watershed restoration 
monitoring workshops. 

 Develop General Concurrences for routine activities. 
 



The Forest Service Shall:   
 
 Seek involvement during instream activity and 

planning. 
 …request concurrence at least 30 days prior to 

instream activity… 
 Include all concurrence provisions in the contract 

award… 
 Assist with Catalog of Waters Important for 

Spawning, Rearing, or Migration of Anadromous 
Fishes updates. 



The MOU includes all sorts of important Federally 
required legalese such as: 
 
… all federal employees are banned from all text 
messaging while driving while conducting official 
business… 





Activities included: 
 
 Reconstruct and maintain previously authorized fish passes 
 Remove or replace previously authorized stream crossing structures 

using Stream Simulation design – (as defined) 
 Maintain previously authorized roads at stream crossings 

 
When completing these activities, you will employ best management 
practices to control sedimentation and erosion.  You will schedule work 
according to the timing table for instream construction… (attached) 



Last Words: 
 
Congratulations  for helping develop 
strong productive working relationships 
among resource agencies.  Keep up the 
good work! 
 
Please use the tools available  - Title 16 
MOU and related General Concurrences. 
 
 
 
 
 


