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Division of Water 
Mission Statement: 

 Improve and protect water quality 

 

How? 

 Establishes standards for water cleanliness 

 Regulates discharges to waters and wetlands 

 Provides financial assistance for water and wastewater facility construction and 

waterbody assessment and remediation 

 Trains, certifies, and assists water and wastewater system operators 

 Monitors and reports on water quality 
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Alaska Monitoring and Assessment Program 



Implementation through Partnerships 

 Regional approach 

 Early research and planning 

 Partnerships are critical 
 University of Alaska 

 Tribal involvement 

 Community involvement 

 State and Federal agencies 

 Long term relevance 
(repeated studies) 

 Focus Areas 
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Examples of Past Collaborations 
 Design help 

 Shared equipment 

 Lodging 

 Shared staff 

 Data analysis 

 Collection of additional parameters 

 Reduced funding 

 Combined funding 

 Joint proposals 
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Where next? 
 Southeast Alaska 

 Rare and perfect 
coalescence of program and 
needs 

 Starting with a lakes survey 
in 2017 

 Additional targeted sites in 
transboundary watersheds 

 Alsek 

 Stikine 

 Taku 

 Unuk 
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Why Southeast Alaska?  
 Previous AKMAP survey, detecting changes 

 Establish baseline for lakes, streams/rivers 

 Increase our understanding of transboundary 
pollutants 

 Comparison with regions in NARS 

 A lot of work from other entities occurring 
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Memorandum of Understanding 
The State of Alaska and British Columbia signed an MOU in 
November of  2015. One key agreement in the MOU is the 
establishment of a Bilateral Working Group on the 
Protection of Transboundary Waters.  

The working group is tasked with: 

 Implement a joint water quality monitoring program 

 Establish reciprocal procedures in environmental assessments and permitting 
processes 

 Develop opportunities for Tribes, First Nations, and interested communities to 
access information and provide input 

 Communicate and share information 

 Seek alternate sources of funding 
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Statement of Cooperation-draft 
Establish collaboration on protection 
especially of the Taku, Stikine, Unuk and 
Alsek watersheds “from the risk of 
substantial adverse impacts from the 
development of mines and other 
significant commercial development 
activity…”  
Increased communication 

 
 Reviewed by Tribes, Citizens 

Environment Groups, Agencies 
 Draft submitted to BC 
 No deadline 
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Workshop  
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• Current monitoring activities 
• Traditional Ecological 

Knowledge 
• Survey Results 
• Prioritizing monitoring needs 
• Areas of collaboration 



Monitoring Survey 
It contains two sections. The first 
section addresses freshwater 
temperature monitoring, a focus of the 
Southeast Alaska Watershed Coalition. 
The last section is on monitoring in 
general with a few questions specific to 
the transboundary watersheds of 
concern.   

 

To participate in the survey go to: 
http://bit.ly/1S8kmi5. 
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Workshop- Dual Purposes 
 Transboundary-

inform who, what, 
and where 
monitoring is 
occurring to 
collaborate and share 
resources  

 EPA NARS-identify 
potential partners 
and needs for a 
regional baseline 
survey 
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Questions? 

Haw’aa/Gunalchéesh/Tsin’aen/Taikuu/Thank You 
 
 

Terri Lomax 
Alaska Monitoring and Assessment Program 

(907) 269-7635 
Terri.Lomax@alaska.gov 

http://dec.alaska.gov/water/wqsar/monitoring/AKMAP.htm 
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